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Gas transmission
15,134 kms of transmission pipelines,
including 7,500 kms in the East Coast
Grid.
Gas distribution
We manage 28,424 kms of gas mains
& pipelines, serving 1.3 million gas
consumers
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2. WSP project overview
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Overview
APA Group is proposing to construct a
450 kilometre gas pipeline to connect
natural gas from Santos’ proposed
Narrabri Gas Project to the New South
Wales gas transmission network.
Preliminary studies have identified a
preferred route that starts to the north
of the Pilliga National Park and Pilliga
West State Conservation Areas, then
travels west-southwest to connect to
the Moomba Sydney Pipeline at the
Bundure mainline valve station approximately 100km west of
Condobolin.

22/06/2016

Length

Approximately 450km

Material

Epoxy coated high strength steel
line pipe

Size Range

400-450mm diameter

Depth

Generally 900mm

Design principles

Strictly in accordance with the
latest version of Australian
Standard (AS) AS2885 Pipelines
Gas and Liquid Petroleum.

Nominal capacity

Up to 200 TJs/day (which is up to
50% of the gas needs of NSW)

Pipeline easement

Nominally 30m wide
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Pipeline Easement During Construction January 2017
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Pipeline Easement After Rehabilitation July 2017
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3. environmental assessment process
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Environmental assessment
The Western Slopes Pipeline will be subject to
environmental assessment in accordance with Part 5.1
(State Significant Infrastructure) of the Environmental
Planning and Assessment Act 1979, prior to licensing
under the Pipelines Act 1967.
In early 2017, APA commenced the detailed
environmental assessment and stakeholder consultation
process for the project:
• Lodgement of a Preliminary Environmental Assessment
with the Department of Planning & Environment (NSW)
– 21 February
• Issue of Secretary’s Environmental Approval
Requirements (SEARs) – 12 May
• Issue of the Authority To Survey (ATS) – 30 June
Next steps
• Sep-Nov 2017 - Detailed field studies – ecology,
indigenous and non-indigenous cultural heritage, soils
• Completion of technical studies & preparation of EIS
11

regulatory & consultation pathway
Notification to Narrabri Gas Project CCC members of the Project Development
Agreement between Santos and APA.
Notification of the imminent lodgement of APA’s Preliminary Environmental
Assessment with the Department of Planning & Environment.
 Initial contact with LGAs, landowners, other key stakeholders commences.

Narrabri CCC
meeting
(31 January
2017)



PEA submission
(mid February)

• Submission of a Preliminary Environmental Assessment to the Department of Planning
and Environment to apply for the approval of the Minister to carry out State
Significant Infrastructure. Department has made PEA available for public access.

EPBC referral
(Mar 2017)

• Project is a controlled action, due to potential for impacts on TECs
• Assessment to proceed under assessment bilateral with NSW

Planning Focus
Meeting (Mar
2017)

• Meeting between APA, relevant state government departments and local
government to refine requirements for EIS.



SEARs issued (May •
2017)

Preparation of the environmental assessment requirements for the proposed pipeline
by the Department of Planning and Environment - Secretary’s Environmental
Assessment Requirements (SEARs).

Landowner
meetings (Mar
2017-ongoing)

•
•

Commence face-to-face landowner / leaseholder consultation over access for EIS
studies
Easement negotiations following confirmation of preferred route

Community
Consultative
Committee

•
•

Meetings quarterly (north and south) – first meeting 13/14th September
Community Drop-in Sessions to coincide with CCC meetings

EIS preparation
& submission
(early 2018)

•
•

EIS to be informed by a comprehensive program of community and stakeholder
consultation and detailed technical and environmental studies
Addresses in detail matters outlined in the SEARs.

EIS assessment
(early-mid 2018)

•
•

Public exhibition of the EIS for a minimum of 30 days. Public comment will be invited.
Assessment of the application by the Department of Planning and Environment.

EIS decision (late
2018)

•

Assessment decision by the Department of Planning & Environment, or the Planning
and Assessment Commission, which may include placing conditions on any
approval.
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Public Consultation and Stakeholder Engagement Update
APA is committed to a comprehensive program of
stakeholder engagement. Activities undertaken to
date include:
• project website and 1800 number
• direct landowner contact and briefings
• ongoing contact and briefings with elected reps,
local governments, special interest groups and
other 3rd party stakeholders
• specific Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation
in accordance with applicable guidelines
• email and hardcopy distribution of activity
update newsletters
• display stand at AgQuip Gunnedah
• formation of Community Consultative
Committee (CCC)
• community drop-in sessions in centres along the
alignment (Narrabri and Warren. Coonamble
and Tottenham to follow)
13
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Information Sources
A range of detailed information is available on the project website including:
• fact sheets
• detailed landholder FAQ booklet
• maps of the proposed pipeline alignment
• copies of activity update newsletters
• details of upcoming consultation activities
• minutes from CCC meetings (coming soon)
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4. land access process

10/08/2016

15

western slopes pipeline

Land access – field surveys
Since early March APA has been contacting
landowners along the preliminary pipeline
alignment to discuss the project in more
detail and better understand the specific
features of their property.
Initially, APA has been seeking voluntary
agreement to access to properties for the
purposes of conducting environmental and
other technical surveys required to inform the
project Environmental Impact Assessment.
We have also applied for and been granted
an Authority to Survey (ATS) from the NSW
Government that provides APA with an
authority to enter land for survey activities.
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Land access - route refinement
Feedback from landowners and the findings of initial
technical has been used to revise the preliminary pipeline
alignment in a significant number of locations. This work has
also been informed by two separate helicopter flyovers as
well as the acquisition of high resolution aerial imagery and
LiDAR
Examples of changes undertaken include:
• Minor changes to better align with boundaries,
fencelines and avoid features identified by landholders
(i.e: farm infrastructure, intensive cultivation areas)
• Minor changes to reduce impacts on protected
vegetation
• Major changes in the Tottenham area based on
landowner feedback including a revised crossing
location of the Bogan river and better alignment with
property boundaries
• Major changes in the Bobadah area to avoid areas of
potential mineralisation identified by mining exploration
tenement holders.
17
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Land access – easement negotiation
Later this year APA will seek agreements with individual
landowners for an easement to accommodate the
pipeline.
The agreement will include a signing payment plus
compensation arrangements for:
• the value of the easement
• disturbance to properties and landowners including the
loss of production during construction
• loss of production resulting from disturbance during
operations
APA will also be responsible for the landowners reasonable
legal and valuation costs incurred in negotiating the
agreement.
These agreements would form part of any future Pipeline
Licence application in accordance with the Pipelines Act
1967.
18
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local supply and employment opportunities
APA is committed to maximising opportunities for
local contractors and suppliers to contribute to the
Western Slopes Pipeline project.
The key opportunities for local supply will include:
• Accommodation for field personnel in the lead
up to construction and prior to the
establishment of temporary construction
camps
• General trades for construction of camps
• Services to construction camps – food,
cleaning, waste management, security
• Opportunities for non-pipeline specific
contractors and trades including general civil,
clear and grade, traffic management, fencing,
water cartage, vegetation management and
rehabilitation.
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local supply and employment opportunities
A formal contractor registration process
will be established following approval of
the EIS. In the meantime, contractors
wishing to register their interest in future
opportunities on the project should
subscribe to our mailing list by emailing
westernslopespipeline@apa.com.au
Registering your company will make sure
that you are kept abreast of project
developments and aware of future
contractor and supplier forums.
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5. current project status and other information

10/08/2016

21

western slopes pipeline
Upcoming Activities
•

•
•

•
•

•

Completion of Spring field survey activities for ecology,
indigenous cultural heritage and soils (September –
November)
Second project activity update newsletter - planned
for October 2017
Second round CCC meetings and Community Drop-in
Sessions (target early December, Coonamble and
Tottenham)
Ongoing route refinements to address specific
landowner feedback
Preliminary work underway regarding opportunities for
gas offtake arrangements including engagement with
potential gas users (cotton gins, feedlots etc).
Preparation of Environmental Impact Statement –
Target March/April 2018 for lodgement
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local supply and employment opportunities
APA is committed to maximising opportunities for
local contractors and suppliers to contribute to the
Western Slopes Pipeline project.
The key opportunities for local supply will include:
• Accommodation for field personnel in the lead
up to construction and prior to the
establishment of temporary construction
camps
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local supply and employment opportunities
A formal contractor registration process
will be established following approval of
the EIS. In the meantime, contractors
wishing to register their interest in future
opportunities on the project should
subscribe to our mailing list by emailing
westernslopespipeline@apa.com.au
Registering your company will make sure
that you are kept abreast of project
developments and aware of future
contractor and supplier forums.
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Pipeline operations & safety
•

•

•

This pipeline was part of the pipeline
that carried gas from Amadeus Basin
to Tennant Creek, Katherine and
Darwin. It was damaged in an
earthquake with a magnitude of
6.6 on Friday 22 January 1988. This
is the largest onshore earthquake
measured in Australia since official
record keeping began in the late
1800's.
This section of pipeline was located
where one of the main faults
occurred. The pipe curved and
collapsed but did not break due to its
special construction. The hole in the
pipe is where metal was removed for
testing after the earthquake
The pipeline is on display at
Questacon in Canberra
25
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1. Why are there discrepancies/differences between the access provisions detailed
in APA's letter to landholders and the conditions imposed by the Minister for Energy
& Utilities in the Authority to Survey issued to APA on 30 June 2017?
APA commenced seeking voluntary agreement to access land for survey purposes
in March 2017. Copies of the voluntary agreement are available today if people
would like to review it. In parallel, APA also applied for an Authority to Survey (ATS) in
order to ensure that we would be in a position to fulfil our EIS obligations. The ATS
was granted by the Minister on 30 June. It is normal practice for voluntary access to
be sought prior to applying for an ATS.
The letter that has been sent to some landowners provides a copy of the voluntary
agreement purely for reference and in the interests of transparency and does not
suggest that it is for the landowner to sign. It is clear that any access would be
occurring under the ATS and the associated conditions.
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2. What obligations will WHS legislation place on the proponent and landholders in
respect of access to properties by the proponent?
APA undertakes all activities in accordance with the applicable WHS and
Environmental legislation including:
•
•
•

Work Health and Safety Act 2011 (NSW)
Pipelines Act 1971 (NSW)
Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 (NSW)

All field work activities will be conducted in accordance with APA’s HSE
Management Plan which has been prepared in accordance with the requirements
of the above acts and other applicable Australian Standards.
Where landowners have agreed to APA’s voluntary land survey entry agreement
there are specific clauses which make it clear that the landowner is not responsible
for any injury to persons resulting from APA’s activities and includes an
indemnification of the landowner in this regard as well as for other forms of loss or
damage. APA is happy to extend similar protection to any landowner granting us
access whether under voluntary agreement or the ATS.
Should landowners have specific HSE requirements regarding access to their
property they should notify our team of their “reasonable requirements’ in
accordance with condition 3(II) of the ATS. It is noted that no landowners have
raised such concerns with APA to date.
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3. What consideration has the proponent given to the imminent introduction of
biosecurity policies on rural properties? How will this be managed in respect of
property access?
Biosecurity is a key issue to manage on all pipeline projects and APA takes its
biosecurity responsibilities very seriously. All field work is being undertaken in
accordance with a project specific Biosecurity protocol which has been developed
to appropriately manage the biosecurity risks associated with current activities. This
protocol includes:
• Identification of the key biosecurity risks associated with the current field work
activities
• A series of biosecurity precautions to be applied prior to works, during works and
between properties / post-works.
• A vehicle hygiene inspection protocol including a requirement to complete and
maintain inspection records for all vehicles.
APA is also acutely aware of the changing biosecurity requirements in NSW and the
increasing need for landowners to have property specific biosecurity plans. Where a
landowner has property specific requirements they should notify our team of their
“reasonable requirements’ in accordance with condition 3(II) of the ATS. It is noted
that no landowners have raised such concerns with APA to date.
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4. What assurances do landholders have if there is a rupture or failure of the pipeline
on their property that all environmental and collateral damage will be rehabilitated
and any loss of operational capacity and financial return from their property will be
compensated? Does the proponent's insurances cover this potentiality? If so, can
the terms and detail of this policy be provided to landholders?
APA’s proposed easement terms will include indemnification of the landowner for
loss suffered or incurred by the owner resulting from any damage to property or
injury to or death of any person caused or contributed to by APA or its Authorised
Users.
In addition, our insurance policy will respond to personal injury and property
damage resulting from discharge, dispersal, release or escape by a sudden,
identifiable, unintended and unexpected event from the standpoint of the insured
(APA) which takes place in its entirety at a specific time and place. This will include
removal and clean-up costs.
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5. Why has a 30 tonne weight limit, with designated crossing points, been proposed
on pipeline easements? How is this weight limit calculated and applied viz. axle
load? Can a 100 tonne weight limit be applied with no restrictions on crossing
points? If not, why?
APA is required under AS2885 to design the pipeline to accommodate current and
reasonably foreseeable land uses. This includes the vehicles and equipment sizes
associated with such activities.
Where a landowner has indicated to us that they will need to traverse the easement
with heavy vehicles on a regular basis we will ensure that the design of the pipeline
is appropriate to accommodate the additional loads. This may involve additional
burial depth, thicker walled pipe sections and/or dedicated heavy vehicle crossing
points.
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6. When will the exact location of pump stations and all above ground infrastructure
be confirmed? How and when will this be communicated to landholders and the
community?
APA is not proposing nor seeking approval for a compression facility along the
alignment. The gas will be compressed at Santos’ Leewood facility to a pressure
suitable to allow it to free flow along the pipeline. The permanent surface facility
requirements for the project consist of the following:
• An offtake and scraper station within the Santos Leewood property
• Main line valves at approximately 75km intervals (approx. 5 in total)
• A scraper station approximately half way along the alignment
• A delivery station and scraper station at the connection to the Moomba Sydney
Pipeline
APA is currently investigating possible locations for surface infrastructure based on
the preliminary findings of a range of technical studies. Typically this will involve
accessible location adjacent to public roads. Once we have identified preferred
locations we will then commence direct consultation with the landowners of those
properties. APA expects to have undertaken this initial consultation with landowners
prior to the end of 2017.
32
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Typical Main Line Valve – Roma Brisbane Pipeline
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Typical Scraper Station – Goldfields Gas Pipeline (WA)
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Typical Scraper Station – Roma Brisbane Pipeline
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7. What implications does the recently released Independent Expert Scientific
Committee Report on the CSG proposal at Pilliga have on this project?
APA would refer the committee to Santos’ public response to the release of the IESC
report. It is understood that Santos is preparing a detailed response to the issues
raised in the report.

36
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8. What potential is there for localised gas supply off-take along the route of the
proposed transmission pipeline to service existing industry and particularly new
industry that will enhance regional development? How could this opportunity be
progressed given the potential of a high demand for gas from this industrial
proposal from 2020-21?
We are aware of a number of mining projects in the southern section of the
alignment with interests in potential gas supply. Any interested parties should
contact the project team directly to discuss their requirements.
In addition, APA is currently in the early stages of investigating opportunities for gas
offtakes for potential users along the alignment of the Western Slopes Pipeline. We
are investigating three potential scenarios:
• Potential offtakes to supply major agricultural, mining and industrial users within
proximity of the alignment
• Farm taps for landowners with potential gas demand adjacent to the alignment
(i.e: feedlots, irrigators, cotton gins)
• Opportunities to provide gas to users across the broader region through one or
more Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) filling station or similar.
We expect to be able to provide further information regarding these investigations
at future CCC meetings.
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further information

APA – Western Slopes Pipeline
www.apa.com.au
Freecall: 1800 941 145
Email: westernslopespipeline@apa.com.au
Department of Planning & Environment - State Significant Infrastructure
http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Assess-and-Regulate/DevelopmentAssessment/Systems/State-Significant-Infrastructure
Department of Industry – Resources & Energy - Pipeline Licensing Process
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/energy-supply-industry/legislation-andpolicy/pipelines-licensing
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