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Pipeline stats
length Approximately 51 kilometres

material Epoxy coated high strength steel line pipe.

diameter 500 millimetres

minimum cover 750 millimetres 

design 
principles

Strictly in accordance with the latest 
version of Australian Standard (AS) AS2885 
Pipelines Gas and Liquid Petroleum.

temporary 
construction 
corridor

Generally 30 metres, plus ancillary 
areas to facilitate safe construction.

easement 
width 15 metres

Project update 

IIn 2019, the Victorian Minister for Planning determined an EES was required for the 
Project under the Environment Effects Act 1978.  A detailed EES was subsequently 
prepared during 2019-2021, including 13 Technical Reports.  

The Public Exhibition period for the WORM EES took place from Wednesday 7 July until 
Tuesday 17 August 2021. Organisations, stakeholders and members of the community 
made submissions on the Project during the exhibition period.  

You can still read and download the EES at www.apa.com.au/worm/ees.  

The Minister for Planning has now appointed an Inquiry under the Environment Effects 
Act 1978 to review the public submissions, the EES and consider the environmental 
effects of the Project in accordance with Terms of Reference issued by the Minister for 
Planning on 6 June 2021.  

A Directions Hearing will be held on Monday 6 September, where the necessary 
arrangements and timetable for the Public Hearing will be established. The Directions 
Hearing will be conducted online by video conference.  

The Public Hearing process will commence on Monday 4 October and will run for 2 – 3 
weeks (as required). During this Hearing, submitters and APA will have the opportunity 
to be heard by the independent Inquiry. 

Anyone can listen to the Directions Hearing and subsequent Public Hearing. Further 
information about the Directions Hearing (including the access link to the video 
conference) is available via www.engage.vic.gov.au/worm-inquiry.  

The key approvals being sought for the Project are a Pipeline Licence under the Pipelines 
Act 2005, Federal approval of a controlled action under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) and approval of two Cultural Heritage 
Management Plans under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006. The Inquiry is accredited 
under the EPBC Act to consider and advise upon the EPBC Act approval.  The Inquiry 
may also be appointed by the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change as a 
panel under the Pipelines Act 2005 to consider the pipeline licence applications and any 
submissions made about that application. 

Following the conclusion of the hearing, the Inquiry will prepare a report to the Minister 
for Planning who will then prepare the Minister’s Assessment Report to make 
recommendations to relevant decision-makers.

Should all relevant Federal and State approvals be granted, construction of the pipeline 
and compressor unit at Wollert is anticipated to start from Q2 2022 and be completed 
during Q2 2023. 
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A new connection to help meet gas 
demand in Victoria.  

Who is APA? 

APA is a leading Australian energy infrastructure business, operating and 
maintaining networks that connect around 1.4 million Australian homes 
and businesses to the benefits of natural gas. Our 15,000 kilometres of 
natural gas pipelines connect sources of supply and markets across 
Australia. 

What are we doing?

APA proposes to construct a high pressure gas pipeline between Plumpton 
and Wollert in Victoria, which will present a number of benefits, including: 

• Completing a missing link in Victoria’s high-pressure gas transmission
network.

• Increasing the amount of natural gas that can be stored for times of peak
demand for metro Melbourne.

• Improving network performance and reliability.

The proposed Western Outer Ring Main Project will include the construction of:

• A buried pipeline, approximately 51 kilometres long.
• An additional Compressor and Regulating Station at the

existing Wollert Compressor Station, owned by APA.
• Three main line valves and associated above ground components.
• Connections into our existing APA infrastructure at Plumpton and Wollert.

Project timeline

Note: the timeline is indicative only and will be subject to further 
discussions and agreement with state and federal governments.
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FAQs

What was investigated for the Project?
Further investigations are being undertaken to assess potential 
impacts from the Project, which include the following areas:

You can read the Technical Studies for the Project at 
www.apa.com.au/worm/ees

When will construction for the Project start? 
If all relevant Federal and State government approvals are granted to 
APA, construction of the pipeline and compressor unit at Wollert is 
anticipated to take place from Q2 2022 and be completed during Q2 
2023.  

How is APA engaging with landholders along the 
alignment?  
APA has been negotiating with landholders to obtain easements for 
the pipeline where it is proposed within privately-owned property. An 
easement is an agreement registered on the title of the land that sets 
out the rights of a pipeline owner to install and maintain the pipeline 
and also defines any restrictions on activities within the area of the 
easement. Compensation for the easement is payable to the 
landowner and APA will also pay landowner legal and valuation costs 
reasonably incurred in negotiating an easement agreement. 
The preferred pipeline alignment has sought to minimise impacts on 
individual properties by following existing pipeline easements as well 
as the proposed Outer Metropolitan Ring transportation corridor that 
has previously been identified for reservation by the Department of 
Transport. 

You can view the detailed pipeline alignment in the EES Map Book at 
www.apa.com.au/worm/ees.   

Can I still leave feedback on the Project? 
The formal EES exhibition period has concluded and the Inquiry will 
only consider the formal submissions lodged during the exhibition 
period, However, but you can still read the EES and leave feedback on 
the Project. Head to our Interactive Community Engagement Hub, 
where you can view an interactive map of the Project and leave 
comments for APA to consider.  Go to 
www.apa.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/worm 

• Waterways and groundwater.
• Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal

cultural heritage.
• Land stability and erosion.
• Ecology (flora and fauna).
• Noise and vibration.
• Air quality.

• Greenhouse gas.
• Land use.
• Social and community.
• Safety and hazard.
• Contamination.
• Landscape and visual.

Project map

Further information: 

• project hotline:  1800 951 444
• WORM@apa.com.au
• apa.com.au
@
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http://environment.assessment@delwp.vic.gov.au 



