
Western Slopes Pipeline  
Landowner Reference Material 
& Frequently Asked Questions

Introduction
APA is committed to providing landowners and other project stakeholders with access to 
relevant project information in a timely and consistent manner. The following list of 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) has been developed based on questions that we have 
been asked to date as well as other general project information. This document will be 
updated on an ongoing basis during the development and delivery of the project as new 
information becomes available. 

Should you require more detailed information, further explanation or have any other 
questions please make contact with the Western Slopes Pipeline project team via the 
project hotline (1800 941 145) or contact form on the main project website.
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What is the Western Slopes Pipeline project?
APA is progressing preliminary studies for construction of 
a 461-kilometre (approximate) gas pipeline – the Western 
Slopes Pipeline, connecting natural gas from Santos’ proposed 
Narrabri Gas Project to the New South Wales gas 
transmission network, via the moomba Sydney Pipeline. 

The Western Slopes Pipeline will facilitate the transportation 
of natural gas from new supply areas in north-west NSW 
to help meet the State’s future gas needs. The development 
of additional natural gas production will provide increased 
competition in the national gas market. That is good for 
consumers and promises greater energy security and 
economic and social benefits for regional communities. 

Who is APA Group?
APA has been connecting Australian energy since 2000. From 
small beginnings we’ve become a top 50 ASX-listed company, 
employing 1,600 people, and owning and operating one of 
the largest interconnected gas networks across Australia.

APA is Australia’s largest natural gas infrastructure business 
with more than 15,000 kilometres of natural gas pipelines 
that connect sources of supply and markets across mainland 
Australia. We operate and maintain gas distribution networks 
that connect 1.4 million Australian homes and businesses to 
the benefits of natural gas. In total, APA owns and/or 
operates around $21 billion of energy assets that deliver half 
the nation’s natural gas usage.

Our 7,500-kilometre East Coast Grid of interconnected gas 
transmission pipelines provides the flexibility to move gas 
around eastern Australia, anywhere from Otway and Longford 
in the south, to moomba in the west and mount Isa and 
Gladstone in the north. In the local region, APA owns and 
operates the Central ranges and Central West Gas Pipelines, 
along with the Tamworth gas distribution network. The 
proposed Western Slopes Pipeline will further enhance the 
capacity of the East Coast Grid, thus improving gas supply 
options and energy security.

Is the design and alignment of the proposed pipeline
set in stone? 
No. Studies undertaken to date have identified a preliminary 
alignment as being the most suitable to transport gas to 
market. refinement of the preliminary alignment will occur 
through ongoing landowner and community consultation and 
detailed technical and environmental studies. 

What is the Santos Narrabri gas project? 
Santos’ proposed Narrabri Gas Project involves the 
development of natural gas resources located around Narrabri 
in north west NSW. Santos estimates the Project could supply 
up to half of the natural gas used in more than 1 million homes 
and by 33,000 businesses and large industrial customers in 
NSW. The Narrabri Gas Project is forecast to employ 
1,300 people during construction and 200 personnel when 
operational. 

Is the gas from Narrabri for domestic or export markets?
Santos has made it clear that the gas from the Narrabri Gas 
Project will be made available to the NSW market. Connection 
to the existing moomba Sydney Pipeline via the proposed 
Western Slopes Pipeline is considered the most efficient 
method to transport this volume of gas to market.

Where can I find out more information about Coal Seam Gas?
If you are looking for independent research regarding the Coal 
Seam Gas industry the NSW Chief Scientist’s Final report of 
the Independent review of Coal Seam Gas Activities in NSW 
(2014) provides a balanced evaluation of issues concerning 
CSG development. Other useful sources of information include 
the NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment, 
resources & Energy division’s information for landowners and 
the community on Coal Seam Gas in NSW and the Gas 
Industry Social & Environmental research Alliance. 

How do I know if my property is affected?
APA has been able to make contact with all but a very small 
number of landowners along the preliminary pipeline 
alignment. If you haven’t been contacted but you think your 
property may be on or near the preliminary alignment then 
we would like to hear from you. 

Our project team can be contacted at 1800 941 145 or 
westernslopespipeline@apa.com.au. Further information can 
also be found at the project page on our website.

Where can I find more detailed maps of the alignment?                           
Detailed maps of the preliminary alignment for the Western 
Slopes Pipeline are available on our ‘information for 
landowners’ page of the project website. 

What size pipeline is proposed?
APA is undertaking route planning and impact assessment on 
the basis of a nominal pipeline capacity of 200 terajoules of 
gas per day. This equates to approximately 50% of New South 
Wales’ current demand for gas. 

Depending on the final design and specification of the pipeline, 
this capacity will require a pipeline diameter of approximately 
400-450mm (16-18”). 

1.0  
Project Overview

Preliminary 
Alignment Overview
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How was the route selected?
A range of factors were considered including complexity of the 
terrain, comparative environmental values, the number of land 
parcels and landowners, and current land use considerations. 
A detailed description of the route selection process including 
the options considered will be provided in the project 
Environmental Impact Statement. 

Why are you not just connecting to the existing Central Ranges 
Pipeline? Wouldn’t this option result in a much shorter pipeline?
The Central ranges (Dubbo to Tamworth) and Central West 
(marsden to Dubbo) Pipelines are much smaller diameter 
pipelines (6-8”) than what is being proposed for the Western 
Slopes Pipeline (16-18”). Accordingly, these pipelines would not 
have the capacity to transport the volume of gas proposed for 
the Western Slopes Pipeline. 

Further, any route connecting to the Central ranges or Central 
West pipelines would necessitate duplication of the existing 
pipeline between the connection point and the moomba 
Sydney Pipeline near marsden, therefore resulting in a longer 
overall pipeline. This option has been ruled out on the basis 
of comparative pipeline length, the number of affected land 
parcels, land use and proximity to townships, terrain and 
environmental considerations.

Why aren’t you making better use of road reserves and 
stock routes? 
Efforts have been made where possible to follow existing 
roads and locate the preliminary alignment within 
unconstructed road reserves (“paper roads”) and travelling 
stock reserves (TSrs). The ability to achieve this outcome 
more broadly is limited by the fact that the major road 
reserves and TSrs in the area tend not to align with the 
North East/South West direction of the preliminary pipeline 
alignment. The conservation value of remnant vegetation 
within road reserves and stock routes is also an important 
consideration.

Was consideration given to following the route of the 
Inland Rail project?
Initial route planning for the Western Slopes Pipeline project 
was undertaken in mid-late 2016. At this time, ArTC was 
yet to finalise its preferred route between Narromine and 
Narrabri. regardless, preliminary consideration was given to 
the potential for co-location of the two projects. 

This option has been ruled out on the basis of the comparative 
pipeline length, the number of affected land parcels, land use 
and proximity to townships, terrain and environmental 
considerations. The differing alignment design standards and 
delivery schedules of the two projects also present a 
significant constraint. 

1.0 Project Overview continued
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What approvals does APA need to obtain for the project?
In New South Wales, gas pipelines are declared to be State 
Significant Infrastructure (SSI) under the provisions of Part 5.1 
of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A 
Act). Part 5.1 outlines the environmental assessment and 
consultation requirements for SSI including the need for the 
proponent to prepare a detailed Environmental Impact 
Statement. The Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment provides information regarding the SSI 
assessment process. 

APA commenced the approvals process on the 21st of 
February 2017 by lodging with the minister an application to 
carry out SSI. The application was supported by a Preliminary 
Environmental Assessment which provided a description of 
the project and initial assessment of key environmental issues. 
A copy of the Western Slopes Pipeline SSI application and 
Preliminary Environmental Assessment can be accessed at the 
major Projects page of the NSW Department of Planning, 
Industry and Environment.

Subject to approval under the EP&A Act, APA will also need to 
obtain a Licence to construct and operate the pipeline under 
the Pipelines Act 1967. The resources & Energy Division of the 
NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment have 
information regarding the pipeline licensing process. 

What matters will APA be required to address in the 
environmental assessment for the project?
The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that APA will 
prepare for the project is required to address the Secretary’s 
Environmental Assessment requirements (SEArs) which were 
issued by the Department of Planning on the 12th of may 2017. 

The SEArs reference a range of matters including water, soils, 
biodiversity, heritage, air quality, noise and vibration, 
transport, visual amenity, hazard and risk, social and economic 
factors, waste management and community consultation. 
Appended to the SEArs is correspondence from a range of 
other agencies and local governments to which APA must also 
have regard in preparing the EIS.

The project is also subject to assessment requirements under 
the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPbC Act). APA made a referral to the 
Department of the Environment and Energy (DoEE) regarding 
the project on the 17th of march 2017 (ref: 2017/7894). DoEE 
determined that the project was a Controlled Action under 
the EPbC Act on the 24th of April 2017 due to the potential for 
significant impacts on matters of national environmental 
significance (namely Threatened Species and Ecological 

Communities). The determination also outlined that the 
project will be assessed under the assessment bilateral 
agreement between the Commonwealth and New South 
Wales. To this extent the SEArs (see above) for the project 
include specific requirements for assessing impacts on 
matters protected by the EPbC Act. 

When does APA expect to lodge its Environmental 
Impact Statement?
Subject to the completion of all necessary technical studies 
and community consultation we expect to lodge an EIS for the 
project in late 2020 or early 2021. 

Who is responsible for approving the project?
The NSW minister for Planning and Public Spaces is the 
consent authority for State Significant Infrastructure (SSI) 
applications. SSI applications are assessed by the Department 
of Planning, Industry and Environment. In certain instances, 
the minister has delegated their consent authority to the 
Planning and Assessment Commission. 

The NSW minister for Energy and Environment is the consent 
authority for Pipeline Licence applications under the Pipelines 
Act 1967.

Why is APA progressing the project when the 
Narrabri Gas Project is yet to be approved?
APA is progressing approvals for the Western Slopes Pipeline 
in parallel with the Narrabri Gas Project such that subject to 
approval of both projects the pipeline can be constructed in a 
suitable timeframe to transport gas from the Narrabri Gas 
Project to the NSW market.

2.0  
Environmental Assessment 
& Approvals Process

http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Assess-and-Regulate/Development-Assessment/Systems/State-Significant-Infrastructure
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http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/energy-supply-industry/legislation-and-policy/pipelines-licensing
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=8272
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=8272
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/referralslist/
http://www.pac.nsw.gov.au
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How is APA proposing to engage with the broader  
community regarding the project? 
APA has commenced a comprehensive program of community 
and stakeholder consultation for the Western Slopes Pipeline 
project. Specific activities either completed or proposed 
include:

• Establishment of a project website, 1800 information line 
and project email address, including a mechanism for 
stakeholders to provide feedback regarding the project

• Direct contact with landowners along the preliminary 
alignment followed by individual landowner briefings and 
regular ongoing contact

• Advertisements and editorial in local newspapers regarding 
key announcements, project activities and upcoming events

• Community information sessions
• Consultation with relevant government agencies 

(Federal, State and Local)
• Presentations to existing forums including Local 

Government Council meetings and special interest groups 
• Direct engagement with interested Aboriginal Parties in 

accordance with the applicable Government guidelines
• Direct contact with a range of other stakeholders with a 

potential interest in the project

In addition, the Secretary’s Environmental Assessment 
requirements for the project require APA to establish and 
operate a Community Consultative Committee (CCC). The 
CCC is a key forum for discussion between APA and 
representatives of the community, a range of stakeholder 
groups and the local councils on issues directly relating to the 
Western Slopes Pipeline project. 

The CCC is chaired by mr michael Silver OAm, an independent 
chairperson appointed by the Department of Planning. 
Information regarding the CCC including minutes from 
previous meetings can be accessed on APA’s website at 
https://www.apa.com.au/about-apa/our-projects/western-
slopes-pipeline/community-consultative-committee/

In line with the CCC Guidelines and SEArs, APA will provide 
a summary of, and respond to, the issues raised during 
community consultation in the Environmental Impact 
Statement for the project. 

How can I find out more information, provide feedback 
or register a complaint? 
If you wish to register any comments, find out more 
information or provide feedback about the project, please 
contact us by:

• Telephoning 1800 941 145 (free call 24 hours/7 days)
• Emailing us at westernslopespipeline@apa.com.au
• Complete an online enquiry form 

3.0  
Community Consultation

http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/CommunityConsultativeCommittees
https://www.apa.com.au/about-apa/our-projects/western-slopes-pipeline/community-consultative-committee/
https://www.apa.com.au/about-apa/our-projects/western-slopes-pipeline/community-consultative-committee/
http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/~/media/6A99D506D1874407ADD155895D17C1C2.ashx
https://www.apa.com.au/about-apa/our-projects/western-slopes-pipeline/
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Why does APA need to speak with me and other landowners 
near the proposed pipeline route?
To provide you with a detailed briefing regarding the project, 
to gain an understanding of the type of activities or any 
special features that currently occur on your land, and to seek 
access to your land to conduct technical and environmental 
surveys. 

I have been discouraged from speaking to APA. Why should 
I agree to a discussion? 
Only APA can provide you with a detailed briefing regarding 
the project and give you accurate information about what is 
proposed and the specific area of your land that is of interest. 
We can also directly answer any questions you have at 
any time. 

What happens if I refuse an invitation to speak with APA?
We respect the rights of all landholders to engage with APA as 
they see fit. However, we encourage you to take advantage of 
the opportunity to receive first-hand information about the 
Project rather than relying on third party sources.

Why do you need to access my land for field surveys? 
What will they involve? 
The preliminary alignment requires further investigation to 
address specific landowner considerations, identify and 
develop a plan of management for potential impacts, and to 
resolve potential constructability issues. To do this we need 
to undertake a range of survey activities along the length of 
the preliminary pipeline alignment and immediately adjacent 
land, including:

• biodiversity surveys – to identify flora and fauna values 
within the project area. 

• Cultural Heritage surveys – to assess Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal heritage values (i.e. artefacts or other sites).

• Soil and geotechnical surveys – to understand the nature of 
the soils along the alignment and identify areas of near 
surface rock

• Land surveys – to accurately locate the preliminary 
alignment, confirm cadastral boundaries and place survey 
pegs where necessary

• Hydrology studies – to obtain information about flooding 
and surface water movements.

The proposed survey activities will be undertaken by specialist 
consultants operating under APA’s supervision. Prior to the 
survey occuring you will be provided suitable notice and details 
regarding the proposed activities, equipment to be used, areas 
of the property to be accessed and planned points of entry. 

If not already captured in a voluntary entry agreement, you 
will have the opportunity to provide specific instructions 
regarding the proposed activities including areas to be 
avoided, tracks to be used, gate arrangements and biosecurity 
protocols. The landowner may wish to accompany the survey 
team during the survey; we often find that landowners are as 
interested in the results as we are. more detail regarding 
proposed field survey activities is provided in a fact sheet 
available here.

If you need to access my property for field surveys, will 
there be a formal agreement? 
Our preference is to undertake field surveys under a voluntary 
agreement with landowners. Your nominated land access 
officer can provide you a copy of our standard agreement if 
they haven’t already. The agreement provides an opportunity 
for the landowner to nominate any special entry conditions 
and also provides for indemnification of the landowner.

So that we can adequately fulfil our environmental 
assessment obligations, we have also applied to the NSW 
Department of Planning for an Authority to Survey (ATS) 
under the Pipelines Act 1967 (NSW). The ATS, subject to 
conditions, provides for APA to enter private land where 
necessary to complete field survey activities.

What is an Authority to Survey (ATS)?
The Pipelines Act 1967 in NSW enables a proponent to seek an 
Authority to Survey (ATS), from the minister, for a proposed 
pipeline. An ATS provides a mechanism for the proponent (in 
this case, APA) to be permitted to enter private property for 
the purpose of undertaking surveys of the pipeline alignment. 

Following public consultation, APA was granted an ATS for the 
Western Slopes Pipeline project on 30 June 2017. A copy of the 
ATS is available from the Department’s website. 

What types of surveys does the ATS allow APA to perform?
Subject to conditions, the ATS allows APA to enter land 
covered by the authority to perform necessary survey 
activities to investigate the proposed pipeline route.

In response to questions from the community regarding the 
scope of the ATS, the Department of Planning has updated its 
website to make it clear that the ATS allows a range of 
activities including ecology, soils, cultural heritage and 
geospatial/topographic surveys required to inform the project 
Environmental Impact Statement.

4.0  
Land Access

Information and feedback 
from landowner consultation 
plays an important role in the 
pipeline development process

https://www.apa.com.au/about-apa/our-projects/western-slopes-pipeline/information-for-landowners/
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/energy-supply-industry/pipelines-electricity-gas-networks/pipelines/authority-to-survey
https://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/energy-supply-industry/pipelines-electricity-gas-networks/pipelines/authority-to-survey
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What is the benefit of a voluntary agreement? 
We believe it is in the best interests of landowners to enter 
into a voluntary agreement with APA so the agreement can 
formally capture any specific conditions or concerns you may 
have. Some examples of what may be referenced in the 
agreement include:

• The timeframe for the activity including any periods that 
need to be avoided (for example harvest or other major 
cropping activities)

• Preferred access locations and tracks to be used
• restricted areas
• Any property specific biosecurity requirements 

Under a voluntary agreement, landowners are also 
indemnified for activities that APA conducts with respect to 
accident or damage, and comprehensive safety and 
biosecurity management processes will be in place for all 
such activities. 

One of our land access officers will liaise with you throughout 
the field survey phase to make sure all aspects of the 
agreement are upheld. They will also ensure you are provided 
with adequate notification of any proposed activities, 
including details of the nature of those activities (timing, 
equipment to be used, hours of work, etc).

I have heard reports of APA trespassing 
on private land. Is this correct?
This is not true. All property access has been undertaken with 
landowner agreement or in accordance with the Authority to 
Survey (ATS) issued by the minister for Energy and 
Environment.

In all instances, APA has written to the relevant landowner 
prior to access taking place, asking them to notify APA of any 
property specific requirements, including biosecurity 
protocols. Wherever such requirements have been provided we 
have fully complied with them.

Will an entry agreement for field survey activities include 
compensation?
The field survey activities proposed at this stage of the project 
are non-invasive and will have minimal impact on the daily 
operation of your property. Accordingly, compensation is not 
included in the agreement. 

It has been suggested that landowners should seek 
independent advice about their rights with respect to land 
access by third parties. Would you agree?
Yes. We would encourage landowners to speak with relevant 
government agencies and independent advisors to seek advice, 
in addition to speaking directly with APA about the Project 
and our requirements.

At what point will you want to negotiate an easement? 
Subject to the completion of all necessary investigations and 
the confirmation of a preferred alignment, APA will be seeking 
to negotiate an option agreement for an easement for the 
pipeline. The easement will typically be 30 metres wide 
although in some instances we may seek temporary access to 
additional land to accommodate construction activities. 

Will I be entitled to compensation for a pipeline easement 
on my property? 
Yes. We will pay you a fee for entering into the option agree-
ment. Payment of an upfront option fee is normal practice for 
projects of this nature. Should the project not proceed and the 
option is therefore not exercised the option fee is non-
refundable. 

The option agreement will also specify arrangements for 
compensation. You will be entitled to compensation for the 
granting of the easement as well as for loss of production 
during construction and ongoing operations.

During negotiations we will seek to agree a fair value for 
compensation based on relevant external advice from 
valuation and agronomy professionals. We will also agree to 
cover your reasonable expenses related to legal and valuation 
advice incurred in negotiating the agreement.

Will granting APA an easement affect the value of my property? 

The compensation payable for the easement will reflect 
impacts to the market value of the property arising from the 
registration of an easement over the affected land parcel. 
Easements and other encumbrances registered on land titles 
are commonplace for a range of infrastructure including 
power lines, pipelines and other infrastructure. 

What can I do on my land during the option period?
business as usual. by agreeing to the easement option, the 
landowner is granting APA a right to obtain an easement and 
construct the pipeline at a future date.

In the mean time, it is recommended that no permanent 
structures be built on the proposed easement which would 
then have to be removed.

Fencing, troughs and poly water pipes can all be dealt with 
when construction of the pipeline is confirmed to proceed. 
Grazing or cultivation can continue unabated until APA 
informs the landowner of a construction start date following 
any future exercise of the easement option.

Will you pay me for my own time involved in negotiating 
an agreement?
APA’s compensation offer will include consideration of the 
effort involved in negotiating an agreement. APA will attempt 
to minimise any impacts on a landowners’ usual business 
activities by meeting at a time which is most convenient. We 
will also agree to cover your reasonable expenses related to 
legal and valuation advice incurred in negotiating the 
agreement.

Will the compensation arrangement include an ongoing 
annual payment?
The compensation arrangement proposed for the granting of 
the easement will consist of a one-off payment. No additional 
annual payments are included.

The easement terms will also provide for additional 
compensation in the future should APA need to undertake 

4.0 Land Access continued
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activities within the easement outside of normal operations 
which result in loss, damage or other expenses to the landowner 
(i.e., major repairs or upgrades).

If I refuse to negotiate with APA, will my land be 
compulsorily acquired? 
APA will always negotiate with landowners in a fair and 
reasonable manner with a view to achieving a commercial 
agreement. APA is not a statutory authority and does not have 
the ability to compulsorily acquire land.

Section 22 of the Pipelines Act 1967 does however outline 
certain circumstances in which lands may become available for 
compulsory acquisition by the State. This includes where the 
applicant for a Pipeline Licence has taken all reasonable steps 
to enter into an agreement with the owner to acquire the lands 
or easements and those steps have not resulted in any such 
agreement. In these circumstances it is the relevant minister, 
not APA, who would makes a decision on whether compulsory 
acquisition occurs.

Will I be entitled to compensation if my land is compulsorily 
acquired under Section 22?
Section 22A(2) of the Pipelines Act 1967 outlines that in such 
circumstances compensation is determined in accordance 
with the provisions of the Land Acquisition (Just Terms 
Compensation) Act 1991. more information regarding the 
compulsory acquisition process can be found at the NSW Valuer 
General’s website.

How does APA approach its engagement with landowners? 
Our approach to engaging with landowners will be based on the 
following key principles:

• Effective engagement and communication. This includes 
the provision of clear, accurate and easy to understand 
information.

• recognition of the co-existence of the rights and 
responsibilities of both parties.

• In the context of going about our pipeline approvals and 
operations we will respect the privacy, property rights and 
primary production or other land use activities of landowners.

• We will be courteous, consult regularly with landowners, 
and comply with statutory and contractual obligations.

• We will negotiate in good faith.
• Any agreement proposed by APA will clearly state what has 

been agreed between the parties.

4.0 Land Access continued

http://www.valuergeneral.nsw.gov.au/compulsory_acquisitions/land_acquisition
http://www.valuergeneral.nsw.gov.au/compulsory_acquisitions/land_acquisition
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What is involved in the construction process? 
Once design is completed and all approvals granted, the normal pipeline construction process is as follows:

1. Landholder engagement and access approvals – meetings 
are held with affected landholders to discuss and agree access 
to their properties during pipeline construction and ongoing 
operation.

 14	

 

2. SURVEY AND FENCING: The pipeline route is surveyed and fencing modified to 
facilitate access during construction. 

3. CLEAR AND GRADE: Graders, bulldozers and excavators are generally used to clear and 
prepare the easement ready for construction to commence. Top-soil and vegetation are 
stockpiled separately to assist in restoration works after the pipeline is completed. 

4. STRINGING: Pipe is transported in to the easement and laid end to end next to where the 
trench will be dug. 

  

5. BENDING: Where required, specialized machinery is used to bend the pipe to conform 
with the contours of the land and the pipeline route. 

 

2. Survey and fencing – The pipeline route is surveyed and 
fencing modified to facilitate access during construction.

3. Clear and grade – Graders, bulldozers and excavators are 
generally used to clear and prepare the easement ready for 
construction to commence. Top-soil and vegetation are 
stockpiled separately to assist in restoration works after the 
pipeline is completed.

4. Stringing – The pipe is transported in to the easement and 
laid end to end next to where the trench will be dug.

 14	

 

2. SURVEY AND FENCING: The pipeline route is surveyed and fencing modified to 
facilitate access during construction. 

3. CLEAR AND GRADE: Graders, bulldozers and excavators are generally used to clear and 
prepare the easement ready for construction to commence. Top-soil and vegetation are 
stockpiled separately to assist in restoration works after the pipeline is completed. 

4. STRINGING: Pipe is transported in to the easement and laid end to end next to where the 
trench will be dug. 

  

5. BENDING: Where required, specialized machinery is used to bend the pipe to conform 
with the contours of the land and the pipeline route. 

 

5.0  
Pipeline Development/ 
Construction
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5. bending – Where required, specialized machinery is used to 
bend the pipe to conform with the contours of the land and 
the pipeline route.

 14	

 

2. SURVEY AND FENCING: The pipeline route is surveyed and fencing modified to 
facilitate access during construction. 

3. CLEAR AND GRADE: Graders, bulldozers and excavators are generally used to clear and 
prepare the easement ready for construction to commence. Top-soil and vegetation are 
stockpiled separately to assist in restoration works after the pipeline is completed. 

4. STRINGING: Pipe is transported in to the easement and laid end to end next to where the 
trench will be dug. 

  

5. BENDING: Where required, specialized machinery is used to bend the pipe to conform 
with the contours of the land and the pipeline route. 

 
6. Welding and non-destructive testing – Pipe sections are 
welded together. All welding is tested to ensure quality.
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7. JOINT COATING: The areas of weld are cleaned and pipe joints are coated to reduce the 
possibility of corrosion. 

8. TRENCHING: Specialised trenching machines and excavators are used to dig the trench. 

 

9. LOWERING IN AND PADDING: Specialist equipment (side booms) are used to lower 
the pipe into the trench. The pipe is then covered by fine grain material (padding) to protect 
the pipeline coating from stones or other sharp objects. 

 

7. Joint coating – The areas of weld are cleaned and pipe joints 
are coated to reduce the possibility of corrosion.

8. Trenching – Specialised trenching machines and excavators 
are used to dig the trench.
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9. Lowering in and padding – Specialist equipment (side 
booms) are used to lower the pipe into the trench. The pipe is 
then covered by fine grain material (padding) to protect the 
pipeline coating from stones or other sharp objects.
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the pipeline coating from stones or other sharp objects. 
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10. BACKFILLING: The trench is backfilled with the previously excavated subsoil material. 
Care is taken to maintain separation between topsoil from subsoil during this process. The 
subsoils are compacted to limit settlement of the trench through the operational life of the 
pipeline. 

 

11. HYDROSTATIC TESTING: Using water, the pipe is pressure tested (hydrotested) to 
ensure it is fit for operational service. 

 

12. RESTORATION AND SIGNAGE: Disturbed areas are reinstated to match existing 
landforms which includes re-contouring and installation of permanent erosion control 
structures. Topsoil conserved during the construction process is respread over areas used for 
construction.  Rehabilitation is undertaken in accordance with approval requirements and 
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10. BACKFILLING: The trench is backfilled with the previously excavated subsoil material. 
Care is taken to maintain separation between topsoil from subsoil during this process. The 
subsoils are compacted to limit settlement of the trench through the operational life of the 
pipeline. 

 

11. HYDROSTATIC TESTING: Using water, the pipe is pressure tested (hydrotested) to 
ensure it is fit for operational service. 

 

12. RESTORATION AND SIGNAGE: Disturbed areas are reinstated to match existing 
landforms which includes re-contouring and installation of permanent erosion control 
structures. Topsoil conserved during the construction process is respread over areas used for 
construction.  Rehabilitation is undertaken in accordance with approval requirements and 

12. Restoration and signage – Disturbed areas are reinstated 
to match existing landforms which includes re-contouring and 
installation of permanent erosion control structures. Topsoil 
conserved during the construction process is respread over 
areas used for construction. rehabilitation is undertaken in 
accordance with approval requirements and landholder 
considerations. Signs are placed at regular intervals and with 
line-of-sight of one another to indicate the presence of the 
buried pipeline.
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landholder considerations. Signs are placed at regular intervals and with line-of-sight of one 
another to indicate the presence of the buried pipeline. 

 

	
	
Will	the	pipeline	be	buried	or	above	ground?	
The	pipeline	will	be	buried	for	its	entire	length,	typically	to	a	depth	of	900mm	or	greater,	
and	therefore	it	is	not	visible	once	constructed.	We	would	be	happy	to	show	you	examples	
of	pipeline	right-of-way	easements	that	have	been	rehabilitated	to	allow	agricultural	land	
uses	to	continue.	The	only	above	ground	element	of	the	pipeline	will	be	at	valve	stations	
along	the	route	which	will	comprise	small	fenced	compounds	where	the	pipe	comes	out	of	
the	ground	so	that	valves	and	other	equipment	can	be	operated.	Main	line	valves	are	the	
subject	of	a	more	detailed	FAQ	in	this	document.	

	
How	deep	will	the	pipeline	be	buried?		
Determining	the	appropriate	‘depth	of	cover’	for	the	pipeline	requires	consideration	of	a	
range	of	factors	including	compliance	with	the	design	requirements	of	AS2885,	prevailing	
land	use	and	other	environmental	risk	considerations.	Depth	of	cover	refers	to	the	distance	
from	the	natural	level	of	the	surface	of	the	land	to	the	top	of	the	steel	pipeline.	The	
standard	depth	of	cover	for	the	Western	Slopes	Pipeline	will	be	900mm.		
	
When	consulting	with	landowners,	APA	seeks	to	understand	the	activities	that	might	occur	
where	the	pipeline	is	proposed.	We	will	work	closely	with	you	to	make	sure	that	the	pipeline	
is	designed	to	allow	you	to	safely	continue	your	operations	post	construction.	Activities	that	
may	require	an	increased	depth	of	cover	(e.g.	1200mmm	or	greater)	include	heavy	vehicle	
crossing	points,	road	and	waterway	crossings	and	other	forms	of	ground	penetrating	
activity.		
	
Will	marker	signs	be	installed	within	the	easement?		
Once	a	pipeline	has	been	constructed,	the	Australian	Standard	(AS2885)	dictates	that	
identifiable	markers	must	be	installed.	These	markers	are	designed	to	provide	a	visual	
warning	regarding	the	location	of	the	pipeline	and	are	installed	along	the	entire	length	of	
the	easement.	The	markers	are	located	to	achieve	continual	line	of	sight	along	the	
alignment	and	are	also	required	at	any	bends	and	either	side	of	crossings	such	as	roads	or	
watercourses.		
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Is it safe to have a gas pipeline on my property?
To ensure the safety of landowners and the community, all gas 
transmission pipelines in Australia are designed, constructed, 
operated and maintained in strict accordance with Australian 
Standard AS2885 – Pipelines – Gas and Liquid Petroleum. 
This standard exists to ensure protection of the pipeline, 
which in turn ensures the safety of the community, protection 
of the environment and security of gas supply to users. 
The application of this Standard has maintained an enviable 
safety record for gas pipeline operation in Australia.

Will the pipeline be buried or above ground?
The pipeline will be buried for its entire length, typically to a 
depth of 900mm or greater, and therefore it is not visible once 
constructed. We would be happy to show you examples of 
pipeline right-of-way easements that have been rehabilitated 
to allow agricultural land uses to continue. The only above 
ground element of the pipeline will be at valve stations along 
the route which will comprise small fenced compounds where 
the pipe comes out of the ground so that valves and other 
equipment can be operated. main line valves are the subject of 
a more detailed FAQ in this document.

How deep will the pipeline be buried? 
Determining the appropriate ‘depth of cover’ for the pipeline 
requires consideration of a range of factors including 
compliance with the design requirements of AS2885, 
prevailing land use and other environmental risk 
considerations. Depth of cover refers to the distance from the 
natural level of the surface of the land to the top of the steel 
pipeline. The standard depth of cover for the Western Slopes 
Pipeline will be 900mm. 

When consulting with landowners, APA seeks to understand 
the activities that might occur where the pipeline is proposed. 

We will work closely with you to make sure that the pipeline is 
designed to allow you to safely continue your operations post 
construction. Activities that may require an increased depth 
of cover (e.g. 1200mm or greater) include heavy vehicle 
crossing points, road and waterway crossings and other forms 
of ground penetrating activity. 

Will marker signs be installed within the easement? 
Once a pipeline has been constructed, the Australian Standard 
(AS2885) dictates that identifiable markers must be installed. 
These markers are designed to provide a visual warning 
regarding the location of the pipeline and are installed along 
the entire length of the easement. The markers are located to 
achieve continual line of sight along the alignment and are also 
required at any bends and either side of crossings such as 
roads or watercourses. 

Our project team will work with you to ensure that wherever 
possible the markers are located to minimise any impact on 
your operations. This may include the use of large format 
signs on the edge of fields in order to reduce the need for 
intermediate markers or offset signs along fence lines. 

Is there any other above ground infrastructure proposed?
There will be a small number of surface facilities required 
along the pipeline, including:
• Main line valves at approximately 75km spacing. main line 

valves allow APA to remotely isolate and vent individual 
sections of the pipeline during operations and maintenance 
activities.  
 

Typical Main Line Valve 

• Scraper stations at either end of the pipeline and at one or 
two intermediate locations. Scraper stations allow APA to 
launch and receive devices called Pipeline Inspection Gauges, 
or “pigs”, into the pipeline for the purposes of internal 
inspection and cleaning. 
 

Typical Scraper Station 

• Cathodic protection stations consisting of buried anode 
beds adjacent to the pipeline which will form a key part of 
the corrosion management system.

5.0 Pipeline Development/Construction continued
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Our	project	team	will	work	with	you	to	ensure	that	wherever	possible	the	markers	are	
located	to	minimise	any	impact	on	your	operations.	This	may	include	the	use	of	large	format	
signs	on	the	edge	of	fields	in	order	to	reduce	the	need	for	intermediate	markers	or	offset	
signs	along	fence	lines.		
	

	
Typical	pipeline	marker	sign	adjacent	to	a	watercourse	crossing	
	
Is	there	any	other	above	ground	infrastructure	proposed?	
There	will	be	a	small	number	of	surface	facilities	required	along	the	pipeline,	including:	

• Main	line	valves	at	approximately	75km	spacing.	Main	line	valves	allow	APA	to	
remotely	isolate	and	vent	individual	sections	of	the	pipeline	during	operations	and	
maintenance	activities.		

• Scraper	stations	at	either	end	of	the	pipeline	and	at	one	intermediate	location.	
Scraper	stations	allow	APA	to	launch	and	receive	devices	called	Pipeline	Inspection	
Gauges,	or	“pigs”,	into	the	pipeline	for	the	purposes	of	internal	inspection	and	
cleaning.	

• Cathodic	protection	stations	consisting	of	buried	anode	beds	adjacent	to	the	
pipeline	which	will	form	a	key	part	of	the	corrosion	management	system.	

• Tie-in	facilities	at	the	proposed	connection	point	to	the	Moomba	Sydney	pipeline.			
	
Should	APA	be	interested	in	locating	any	of	the	above	facilities	on	your	property	we	will	
contact	you	to	discuss	the	specific	details	of	what	is	proposed.		Additional	compensation	
would	be	payable	for	the	land	area	required	to	accommodate	such	facilities.		
	
What	is	the	pipeline	constructed	from?	

Typical pipeline marker sign adjacent to a watercourse crossing
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• Tie-in facilities at the proposed connection point to the 
moomba Sydney pipeline. 

Should APA be interested in locating any of the above facilities 
on your property we will contact you to discuss the specific 
details of what is proposed. Additional compensation would 
be payable for the land area required to accommodate such 
facilities. 

APA is not seeking approval for compression facilities along 
the pipeline alignment.

What is the pipeline constructed from?
The pipeline is constructed from high strength steel which is 
coated with a fusion bonded epoxy, anti-corrosion coating. 
Our land access officers have offcuts of similar pipelines 
available that they can show you. 

How thick is the wall of the pipeline?
The wall thickness of the pipeline is not yet known and will be 
defined following further detailed design activities. Depending 
on the selected size and specification of the pipeline we would 
anticipate that the wall thickness could range between 9 and 
12mm. In areas where conditions dictate, a thicker pipe wall 
may be specified. All design will be undertaken strictly in 
accordance with AS2885. 

What is the minimum distance that the pipeline can 
be located from houses? 
High pressure gas pipelines are frequently located in built up 
urban areas and often within close proximity of houses whilst 
still maintaining compliance with AS2885 – the governing 
standard for high pressure gas pipelines. In order to minimise 
disruption during construction and ongoing operations, APA 
has sought to maintain a 500m separation distance from 
houses during the route selection process. This has been 
achieved in all but a small number of instances. 

When will construction commence?
It is too early to say. There are a number of processes that 
need to be thoroughly completed, including the preparation 
and public exhibition of a detailed Environmental Impact 
Statement, extensive consultation and a Final Investment 
Decision on the Narrabri Gas Project by Santos before a 
construction timetable can be developed. The community will 
be clearly informed and consulted throughout these processes.

How will you manage impacts on my farm infrastructure 
such as dams, irrigation pipes, sheds and tracks?
APA will work closely with you to minimise any conflict with 
existing farm improvements like dams, sheds, access tracks 
and irrigation infrastructure. Where impacts cannot be 
avoided, we will work with you to agree on a location for 
suitable replacement infrastructure. Where buried irrigation 
infrastructure is crossed, APA will ensure that temporary 
arrangements are in place during construction and that all 
pipelines are reinstated. 

I have heard that the soil conditions in our area aren’t 
suitable for pipeline construction. Is this true? 
The soil types across the project alignment vary considerably. 
It has been widely suggested that Vertosol soil types 
encountered from the Pilliga, south to the bogan river are not 
suitable for pipeline development. Vertosols are expansive clay 
soils that can be subject to significant shrinking and swelling. 
This can often lead to the formation of surface depressions 
commonly referred to as gilgai. 

Given the extent of these soils across New South Wales and 
Queensland, there is a vast number of existing gas, water and 
other pipelines safely operating in such environments. Whilst 
more stable soil types are preferable, there is no reason why 
pipelines can’t be constructed safely in Vertosol soils when 
appropriate design and construction management measures 
are adopted. 

APA will be undertaking a detailed soil assessment across the 
preliminary pipeline alignment as part of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment process. This investigation will accurately 
map the soil types across the alignment and recommend 
appropriate design and construction measures to address 
potential issues. Typical solutions may include additional depth 
of cover, scour protection and additional erosion and sediment 
control during construction. 

The modern epoxy coatings designed for transmission 
pipeline use are engineered to withstand a wide variety of 
environmental conditions including soil stress, soil born 
chemicals, extreme temperatures, salt water and other forms 
of corrosion. These safe and environmentally sound modern 
coatings will be specified for use on the Western Slopes 
Pipeline.

How do you construct the pipeline through rocky areas?
One of the factors which was considered during selection of 
the preliminary alignment was the presence of rocky areas. 
The preliminary alignment has been selected to generally 
avoid such areas.

APA will be undertaking detailed soil surveys along the 
preliminary alignment which, along with consultation with 
landowners, will provide for the identification of areas of 
near-surface rock, boulders or rocky outcrops. Where these 
areas cannot be avoided specialist construction equipment 
including rock saws will be used to excavate the pipeline 
trench. In some instances, blasting may also be necessary. 

Where there is an excess of rock material following excavation 
we will discuss with you how this is best managed, including 
options for its placement within the easement, elsewhere on 
the property or, if required, removed from site. 

Will you need to bring in additional bedding material 
for the pipeline? If so, where will it be sourced from?
The bedding material for the pipeline will be sourced by 
screening fines from the trench spoil using specialist 
machinery. If there is a shortage of suitable material (i.e: in 
rocky areas) additional material may need to be imported 
to site. Other options will also be fully considered including 
coatings and other physical mechanisms to protect 
the pipeline.

In the rare event of needing to source material from beyond 
the easement area, options such as existing borrow pits will 
be considered in consultation with the landowner. Any 
importation of material will be subject to appropriate weed 
and biosecurity protocols. 

Parts of my property are subject to inundation during flood 
events. How can you construct a pipeline in flood prone land? 
It is not unusual for major pipelines to be constructed across 
land that is subject to either regular or infrequent inundation. 
There are many examples of such pipelines in Australia, 
including the moomba Sydney Pipeline which crosses the 
Darling river floodplain north of Wilcannia, and the 
Carpentaria Pipeline which passes through the Cooper Creek 
floodplain for over 60km. The preliminary alignment for the 
Western Slopes Pipeline passes through large areas that are 
subject to flooding, including the various creek systems north 
of the Pilliga and the floodplains of the Castlereagh, 
macquarie and bogan rivers. 

In these areas, the design of the pipeline will consider the 
potential for pipeline buoyancy, erosion, stream migration and 
other events that could pose a risk to the pipeline over time. 
Available measures to address these risks include careful 
selection of watercourse crossing locations, additional depth 
of cover, concrete coating of the pipeline and anchoring 
devices to ensure that the pipe is negatively buoyant. 

In flood prone areas, construction will be scheduled to coincide 

5.0 Pipeline Development/Construction continued
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with lower rainfall seasons. Should a major rain event occur 
during construction measures will be taken to secure the 
construction right of way in order to reduce the potential 
for impacts on local flood behaviour and erosion and 
sediment runoff. 

As the pipeline will be buried it will continue to operate safely 
during periods of flooding/inundation.

I’ve heard of erosion issues on the Central Ranges Pipeline near 
Coolah. Is that common? Could this occur on my property? 
We design our pipelines to minimise the risk of such 
occurrences. We have ongoing responsibility for maintaining 
our easements and take the protection of our assets very 
seriously.

From time to time during extreme weather events, there is an 
increased risk of issues such as those encountered on the 
Central ranges Pipeline in December 2010. In this case, a large 
rain event triggered aggressive gully erosion on a property 
outside of Coolah. The gully head initiated by the rain event 
was located several hundred metres downstream of the 
pipeline and the gully erosion continued upstream of the 
pipeline location. As a result of the erosion, the pipeline was 
exposed at the point at which it crosses the watercourse.

Exposed pipeline following heavy rain and stream erosion 
(January 2011)

Following the erosion event priority works were undertaken in 
early 2011 to stabilise the pipeline. At this time there was 
relatively low risk of gas leaking and/or escaping and the 
pipeline was not damaged. The waterlogged nature of the site 
made access difficult and as a result, supplies were delivered 
by helicopter. 
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Priority	pipeline	stabilisation	works	(January	2011)	
	
Soil	Conservation	Services	(NSW	Government)	were	then	engaged	to	undertake	an	
assessment	and	develop	a	rehabilitation	plan.	SCS	identified	that	long	term	sedimentation	
of	the	water	course,	downstream	of	the	pipeline,	forced	natural	water	flows	to	abandon	the	
original	channel	for	a	less	resistant	path	and	this	subsequently	caused	the	aggressive	gully	
erosion	that	moved	upstream	to	expose	the	pipeline.	The	SCS	report	clearly	concludes	that	-	
“this	instability	does	not	appear	to	have	been	enhanced	by	laying	or	the	effects	of	laying	the	
Central	Ranges	Pipeline.”		
	
Significant	rehabilitation	works	were	then	undertaken	by	APA	to	restore	the	watercourse	
and	better	protect	the	pipeline	crossing	from	future	similar	events.	The	owner	of	the	
property	was	consulted	throughout	the	rehabilitation	process.		
	

	
Pipeline	crossing	location	following	completion	of	rehabilitation	works	(Feb	2012)	
	
Will	there	be	changes	required	to	my	current	fences	and	gates? 

In	the	early	stages	of	construction,	fences	crossing	the	easement	will	need	to	be	cut	and	
temporary	construction	gates	installed	to	enable	the	pipeline	construction	process.	We	will	
work	closely	with	you	to	put	in	place	suitable	temporary	arrangements	to	manage	access	
and	stock	movement	during	construction.		
	

Priority pipeline stabilisation works (January 2011)

Soil Conservation Services (NSW Government) were then 
engaged to undertake an assessment and develop a 
rehabilitation plan. SCS identified that long term 
sedimentation of the water course, downstream of the 
pipeline, forced natural water flows to abandon the original 
channel for a less resistant path and this subsequently caused 
the aggressive gully erosion that moved upstream to expose 
the pipeline. The SCS report clearly concludes that – “this 
instability does not appear to have been enhanced by laying 
or the effects of laying the Central ranges Pipeline.” 

Significant rehabilitation works were then undertaken by APA 
to restore the watercourse and better protect the pipeline 
crossing from future similar events. The owner of the property 
was consulted throughout the rehabilitation process. 

Pipeline crossing location following completion of rehabilitation 
works (Feb 2012)
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Will there be changes required to my current fences and gates?
In the early stages of construction, fences crossing the 
easement will need to be cut and temporary construction 
gates installed to enable the pipeline construction process. 
We will work closely with you to put in place suitable 
temporary arrangements to manage access and stock 
movement during construction. 

Following construction, fences will be re-instated to the 
former condition and to the satisfaction of the landowner. 

How long will it take for the pipeline easement to 
be rehabilitated? 
An Environmental management Plan (EmP) will be developed 
in consultation with relevant government agencies for the 
construction and operation of the pipeline. rehabilitation of 
the easement is undertaken following construction so that it is 
returned to previous condition within a reasonable timeframe. 
Activities such as compaction relief, re-spreading of preserved 
topsoil, reseeding and monitoring for weeds are all part of the 
rehabilitation process. 

A recently constructed pipeline easement in Southern NSW in 
early stages of revegetation

How will you manage the risk of weeds spreading 
between properties and along the pipeline alignment? 
APA is responsible for ensuring our activities both during initial 
field surveys and later during construction adhere to all 
legislative requirements and Government policy applicable 
to biosecurity and weed management matters. These issues 
are not unique to the Western Slopes Pipeline. Successful 
management of weed and other biosecurity matters is a 
responsibility we take very seriously on all of our projects and 
operational assets.

During discussions with landowners prior to access occurring, 
we will be seeking assistance to identify any known areas of 
weed infestation or other biosecurity concerns. This 
consultation will inform the planning of our fieldwork and the 
weed management and biosecurity protocols to be followed 
on individual properties. 

In the absence of specific feedback from affected landowners, 
and prior to accessing any property, APA has exercised its duty 
of care in assessing and mitigating any biosecurity risks. APA 
also has its own biosecurity protocol which is available on the 
project website and has been prepared to address identified 
project risks and fulfill our General biosecurity Duty.

APA is aware that some landowners are finding the current 
biosecurity environment challenging partly due to new 
government regulations in this space and a lack of clarity 
around landowner obligations. APA has considered how we 
can better assist in this regard and where access is proposed 
in the future we will offer to make available suitable 
consultant expertise to assist landowners in the preparation 
of a property biosecurity management Plan in accordance 
with the guidelines and processes recommended by the DPI.

The findings of our field survey activities, as well as ongoing 
consultation with landowners and Government agencies, 
will be used to inform specific commitments within the project 
Environmental Impact Statement regarding the management 
of weed and biosecurity risks during construction and 
operation. 

5.0 Pipeline Development/Construction continued
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What restrictions will be included in the easement terms?
Land tenure for lineal infrastructure such as the Western 
Slopes Pipeline is typically secured by way of a registered 
easement on the land title of the affected property. An 
easement is a non-exclusive form of tenure which provides 
the holder with the right to use the land that is subject to the 
easement for a particular purpose; in this case a gas pipeline. 
This is a similar arrangement to an access easement for 
other parties, such as a water pipeline easement or a 
powerline easement. 

APA will be seeking an easement which provides access for 
the purposes of constructing and operating the pipeline. 
The conditions of the easement will require that clear access is 
maintained and specify other activities that cannot be 
undertaken within the easement without APA’s prior approval. 
This will typically extend to excavation below 300mm, planting 
of trees and shrubs, use of explosives, crossing the easement 
with vehicles that exceed agreed load limits and the erection 
of permanent structures. 

How regularly will you need to access the easement and 
for what purpose? 
APA will need to access the easement on an ongoing basis to 
undertake annual ground patrols, conduct cathodic protection 
surveys and undertake maintenance work on the easement 
(i.e., vegetation management). A typical inspection program 
for a pipeline such as the Western Slopes Pipeline would 
involve monthly aerial surveys from fixed wing or rotary 
aircraft and annual ground traverses. 

During the 12-24 months immediately following construction, 
access will be more frequent as we monitor rehabilitation 
progress along the easement and address any ground 
settlement that may occur above the pipeline. 

Would an easement for a pipeline prevent a return 
to productive activities such as cropping?
No. Normal agricultural production (including cropping) can 
recommence within the easement following construction. 

Can I drive my farm machinery over the top of the pipeline 
after construction? 
Where you have indicated to us that you will need to traverse 
the easement with heavy vehicles on a regular basis we will 
ensure that the design of the pipeline is appropriate to 
accommodate the additional loads. This may involve 
additional burial depth, thicker walled pipe sections and/or 
dedicated heavy vehicle crossing points. AS2885 requires APA 
to design the pipeline to accommodate all reasonably 
foreseeable circumstances including loads associated with 
farm machinery.

We are confident that we will be able to accommodate all 
reasonable requirements for a full range of farm machinery 
and vehicles without impacting on your day to day operations. 

Specific axle load limits for all other areas will be defined once 
we have undertaken detailed soils assessment, progressed 
the pipeline design and undertaken a preliminary safety 
management study. 

I have been told that all gas pipelines leak. Is that true? 
APA designs its gas transmission pipelines strictly in 
accordance with AS2885, which requires that “every pipeline 
shall be leak tight and have the necessary capability to safely 
withstand all reasonably predictable influences to which it may 
be exposed during the whole of its design life.” 

The pipeline will be pressure tested prior to commissioning to 
ensure that it is leak tight. This is done through a process 
called hydrotesting whereby sections of the pipeline are filled 
with water and then pressurised above the pipeline’s 
maximum operating pressure. 

Ongoing compliance with AS2885 will be a requirement of any 
future Pipeline Licence for the Western Slopes Pipeline. In 
order to demonstrate compliance APA will need to undertake 
a range of integrity management activities associated with 
monitoring the condition of the pipeline. 

6.0  
Pipeline Operations
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Example of a pipeline under construction, prior to being lowered into the ground, January 2017

The same pipeline easement, after reinstatement, July 2017
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What is the expected life expectancy of the pipeline? 
Pipelines of this nature typically have a design life exceeding 
40 years. However, contemporary design, maintenance and 
inspection practices are such that is not uncommon for 
pipelines to remain in operation well beyond this timeframe. 
This is certainly the case for a number of existing pipelines in 
Australia that have outlived their expected life and continue 
to perform well with minimal deterioration.

Over time, should sections of the pipe require repairs or other 
major maintenance activities, these can usually be conducted 
within the existing easement without major disruption.

Should this need to occur, the landowner will be consulted 
and compensated for any loss, damages or other expenses 
incurred at the time.

What happens to the pipeline when it is no longer operational? 
Should the pipeline no longer be required to carry gas, a 
decommissioning program will be implemented by APA in 
accordance with the applicable regulatory requirements at 
the  time. This will include flushing of any remnant gas from 
the pipeline system and the removal of any unrequired 
above-ground valves or infrastructure.

Typically steel pipelines are allowed to be left buried in the 
ground and over a very long period will deteriorate and 
corrode. This may result in slight settlement on the surface 
above the pipeline. APA would remain liable for any repairs/
restoration or detriment to the landowners’ property.

An easement can only be surrendered and removed from the 
land title with the agreement of both parties.

Why is APA proposing the Western Slopes Pipeline when 
other groups are talking about building the Queensland 
Hunter Gas Pipeline?
recent media reports suggest that the proponent of the 
‘Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline’ is advocating an alternate 
gas pipeline route to take gas from Narrabri to Newcastle 
and Sydney. 

Santos have made the following statement in relation to 
these reports:

“There’s been a number of newspaper articles recently about 
the Queensland Hunter Pipeline and the proposal to build a 
pipeline through the Hunter Valley.

Santos is not working with Queensland Hunter Pipeline and has 
no plans to send any of the gas from the Narrabri Gas Project 
via that proposed pipeline route through the Hunter Valley.

Santos has always been clear that the natural gas from the 
Narrabri Gas Project will be made available to the NSW 
domestic market.

Santos has entered into a Project Development Agreement with 
the APA group to construct a proposed pipeline running south 
west from Narrabri to join into the Moomba to Sydney pipeline. 
This pipeline – the Western Slopes Pipeline – will be the most 
efficient and timely way to bring much needed natural gas to 
the NSW domestic market.

Further information about Santos’ Narrabri Gas Project and 
the APA Group’s Western Slopes Pipeline is available on each 
company’s website.”

Bruce Clement 
Santos Vice President Asia, NSW & WA Oil Assets

7.0  
Pipeline 
Decommissioning

8.0  
Other/General
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I’ve heard that APA was fined by the NSW Department of 
Planning, Industry and Environment for compliance breaches 
on a project in southern NSW in 2016. How can I be sure that 
the same sort of issues will not occur on my property? 
It is a matter of public record that APA and its contractors 
were fined a total of $60,000 in penalties for breaches of 
compliance during recent work in southern NSW on the 
Victorian Northern Interconnect Looping Project. The looping 
project involves the construction and operation of a duplicate 
of the existing pipeline that has provided gas to several 
regional towns including Griffith, Cootamundra and Wagga 
Wagga since 1981. 

Construction work had been delayed by persistent rainfall 
that caused a resulting delay in completing reinstatement of 
the land surface. Extreme weather was then encountered 
which resulted in the wettest may-September period on 
record. The fines issued to APA were for a failure to maintain 
erosion and sediment controls in order to prevent destruction 
of land and sediment entering waterways. The following 
photos provide an illustration of the issues encountered.

While the disruption to the landowners’ business is regretted, 
the weather event was an extreme and rare occurrence. The 
landowner has been compensated for all reasonable losses 
arising from the event and APA continues to monitor the site 
to ensure adequate rehabilitation takes place. Following this 
incident we have undertaken a review of our own procedures. 
Key learnings include:

• Ensuring that our site environmental resourcing is adequate 
to maintain compliance at all times during construction

• Providing a greater emphasis on erosion and soil 
management obligations in our construction contracts, and

• Improving our construction scheduling to better account for 
changes in seasonal conditions and the risks that extended 
wet weather may present. 

8.0 Other/General
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Erosion issues encountered as a result of easement rehabilitation not being completed prior to severe rainfall
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Affected sections of the pipeline easement immediately following rehabilitation



appendix a  
links
1.0 Project Overview
• https://narrabrigasproject.com.au/
• http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/landholders-

and-community/coal-seam-gas
• https://gisera.org.au/
• https://www.apa.com.au/about-apa/our-projects/western-

slopes-pipeline/
• https://www.apa.com.au/about-apa/our-projects/western-

slopes-pipeline/information-for-landowners/

2.0 Environmental Assessment & Approvals Process
• http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Assess-and-regulate/

Development-Assessment/Systems/State-Significant-
Infrastructure

• http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.
pl?action=view_job&job_id=8272

• http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/energy-supply-
industry/legislation-and-policy/pipelines-licensing

• http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.
pl?action=view_job&job_id=8272

• http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/referralslist/
• http://www.pac.nsw.gov.au/

3.0 Community Consultation
• http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/

CommunityConsultativeCommittees
• https://www.apa.com.au/about-apa/our-projects/western-

slopes-pipeline/community-consultative-committee/
• http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/~/

media/6A99D506D1874407ADD155895D17C1C2.ashx
• https://www.apa.com.au/about-apa/our-projects/western-

slopes-pipeline/

4.0 Land Access
• https://www.apa.com.au/about-apa/our-projects/western-

slopes-pipeline/information-for-landowners/
• http://spatialservices.finance.nsw.gov.au/
• http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/energy-supply-

industry/pipelines-electricity-gas-networks/pipelines/
authority-to-survey

• https://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/energy-
supply-industry/pipelines-electricity-gas-networks/
pipelines/authority-to-survey

• http://www.valuergeneral.nsw.gov.au/compulsory_
acquisitions/land_acquisition

further information:
t 1800 941 145 
e westernslopespipeline@apa.com.au
w apa.com.au
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